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“present Calvinists as preaching the doctrine that in- of the rest of their species. But these are the 
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tice, and its consistency with his character to 
inflict eternal torments upon an innocent being 
whom he has created, exclude still more strong- 
ly any ground upon which an exception car be 
Again: made in favor of infants, thoroughly depraved 


“ When Binigaciens.? says the reviewer on the State | as they are, with original sin, so as to afford 


of the t fT oietiv Comiravorsiy. * when Unitarians re-| any hope that their lot may he hetter than that 


From the Obristian Examiner. 


EXAMINATION OF A NOTE BY DR, BEECHER. 
(Concluded from page 117.) 


numerable infants will be punished Awith eternal dam- principles of Calvin, pie have oa 48 pee 
vation, solely on account of original sin, without any maintained by some o Hy most Hee a c 
personal transgressions, it is often said that they color among his followers as they are by Twiss.— 


and exagerate the statement. - It is denied, or at least hey seem vanes a be ena oe ai 
disputed, that any Calvinist, of respectable standing, tem. The learne COPAUUS Uae, the au 


and in his sober senses, ever pushed the horrible con-| OF of a book once very famous, the Court of 


sequences of his system so far. But if any man has the Gentiles, eo hol ali Peele Sate at 
doubts upon this point, we think they will be effectually So great is the Majestie ee a # &DsO a s 
resolved upon reading the following quotations from dominion, ay that he is obnoxious Ce DS oe: 
Dr. Twiss, Prolocutor of the Assembly of Divines at tions, or Ties from his creature; this absolute justice or | 
Westulfaater: a writer of eminence in his day, and ex-| dominion regards not any: qualities bed condition is “i 
‘pressly referred to by the Conductors of the Christian object; but God can by virtue hereof inflict the high- 


Spectator as of authority in determining what: Calvin- | °* spammer (08 hires creature, and prerape from 
ism was punishment the most nocent. By this absolute justice 


: : and dominion God can inflict the greatest torments, | 
«<Jn regard to those,’? says this writer, ‘‘who are g > 


condemned to eternal death solely on account of Origi- | €V" of hell itself, on the port innocent eae 
‘nal Sin, their condemnation to eternal death is the _Axsso.uTEe sJustice indeed ! And this doc- 
“eonsequence of Adam’s transgression alone. But ma-|trine has been taught by men; and doctrines 
ny infants depart this life in Original Sin, and conse-| founded upon it, and which necessarily imply 
quently are condemned to eternal death on account of its truth, are still engprly inculcated and gree- 
Original Sin alone; therefore, the condemnation of dily received; and men’s understandings bo 
ee es ee eee 
uence 0 arn’s transgression solely. ‘ 4 
: ‘ “The sin of Adam, I confess, panes ours as per-|€nough sense or spirit or knowledge of right 
petuated by us in our proper persons; but was rather, and wrong, to lead them to ask 10 ibe mk 
the sin of our nature; than of our persons. But we | Solute justice of a Calvinistic God might iffer 
existed even then in the loins of Adam, as Levi did in from the absolute justice of the Prince of 
those of Abraham, when the latter paid tithes to Mel- Hell. ; vas 
. ehisedec; and his sin is made ours by the imputation of Furiher; every one who knows any thing of 
God; so that it has exposed 1s NUMERABLY INFANTS | Calvinism has heard of Boston’s Human Na- 
to DIVINE WRATH, who were guilty of this sin, and| ture in its Fourfold - oue of the cient 
of no other.” popular expositions of its octrines ever pub- 
: lished. The edition from which we quote is 
The Reviewer then proceeds: the thirteenth; and this was printed so long ago 
« There; we ask whether any Unitarian everattempt-|as the year 1763. Boston says; 
ed to colour or exaggerate a doctrine like this—a doc-| * Surely we are not born innocent. These chains of 
trine taught in so many words by the Prolocutor of the! wrath, which by nature are upon us, speak us to be 
Assembly of Divines at Westminster, and by a thousand} horn criminals. The swaddling-bands wherewith in- 
others—a doctrine, moreover, which follows necessari-| fants are bound hand and foot, as, soon as they are 
ly from the Calvinistic system, and which would now| born, may put us in mind of the cords of wrath, with 
be insisted on by all real and consistent Calvinists, if| which they are held prisoners, as children of wrath.’ 
they thought their people would bear it. Not that we Br. Gill. wad.a Galvinistic Baptist, af high 
dook upon this doctrine as presenting the very worst reputation among those of his own persuasion, 
feature of Calvinism; for why should it be thought a and truly eminent for his knowledge of Rabini- 
more horrible idea, that God will punish innumerable cal literature. Between the years 1811 and 
infants with eternal damnation for what they cannot 1819, the nine quarto vollimeciag his Camicus 
help,than that he will punish innumerable adult persons tary on the Scriptures, were republished in this 
with e/ernal damnation for what they cannot do? * * * * country, accompaniea smith strong recommen- 
‘Speaking of the punishment of infants, Dr. Twiss! dations from about fifteen or twenty distinguish- 


| 
| 


is pleased to observe: ‘These judgments of God are} oq Baptist clergymen, This affords suflicient 
tremendous, I confess, but jnsat; noy are they to be proof of his celebrity. In commenting upon 
‘brought before the tribunal ef human wisdom and jus- Rom. v. 12, where it is said, that ‘by one man sin 
tice, norexamined and discussed by the rules of ourlentered into the world and death by sin,’ WA 


‘reason and equity. Especially as it is lawful for God observes, that the death meant, is, 
the Creator to treat the creature, however innocent, 
(quantumvis immerentem,) in whatever manner he 

~ pleases, whether it seem good toGod to annihilate him, 

"or to inflict upon him any torture whatever.” ’ 


—‘ not only coporeal death, but a spiritual or mora! 


to all that is good; and also an eternal deat* 
Phe principles maintained by Twiss, in the | which he is liable, for the wages of -* 
_ passage quoted from him in respect to God’s jus- | even eternal death.’ sin is death; 


to 


suffer the former, [the punishment of 


say little also, and Je 
ser of all thine~ 
one, man, in consequence of this, becoming dead in sin, | Original ~ 


Having thus explained, in. consistency with 
many other Calvinistic writers, what is meant 
by death in the passage commented upon, he 
thus gives his view of the sense of verse 14.— 
‘Death reigned from Adam to Moses even 
over them who had not sinned after the simili- 
tude of. Adam’s transgression,’ 


ee ee 4. 


‘Death,’ says he, ‘is represented asa king.’-—‘The 


. . LJ 
subjects of his government were not only adult persons, 


who had been guilty of many actual trangressions; but 


he reigned even over them who had not sinned after- 


the similitude of Adam’s transgression. This does 
not exclude the dominion of death over such as had 
sinned after the likeness of Adam, but rather confirms 
its power over them; nor does it intend adult Gentiles, 
who did not sin in the same manner, nor against the 
same law, as Adam did; but it designs infants, not yet 
guilty of actual sin; and therefore since death reigns 
over them, who only holds and exercises his dominion 
by virtue of sin, it follows, that they must have original 
sinin them; the guilt of Adam’s transgression must be 
imputed to them, and the corruption of nature, from 
him, derived unto them, or it could not reign over 
them.’ 


It is evidently the purpose of Gill to exclude 
any human evasion of the force of these texts, 
which, according to him, teach that death, eter- 
nal death, reigns over infants, guilty and cor- 
rupt, as they are, through Adam’s transgres- 
sion. 

In commenting upon Psalm li. 5, ‘ Behold, I 
was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother 
conceive me;’ he says: 


*‘ Hence we Icarn the earliness of the corruption of 
nature.’—‘ And this corruption of nature is the fountain, 
source, and spring of all sin, secret and open, private 
and public; and is mentioned here not as an extenua- 
tion of David’s actual transgression, but as an aggra- 
vation of them; he having been, from his conception 
and formation, nothing but a mass of sin, a lump of ini- 
quity; and, in his evangelical repentance for them, he 
is led to take notice of and mourn over the corruption 
of his nature from whence they arose.’ 


The corruption of human nature, then, makes 
each of us, as soon as bori, or rather before 
we are born, amass of sin and lump of iniquity. 
Christ said; ‘suffer little children to come unto 
me; for the kingdom of heaven is composed of 
those like them.’ But whateyer may have 
been the doctrine of our Saviour, there can be 
no doubt of the opinion of Dr. Gill, that such 
‘masses of sin and lumps of iniquity,’ as new 
born infants, are fit only for hell. . The follow- 
ing extract is taken from his Body of Divinity, 
vol. ul. p. 488. 


‘ Others are of opinion, that such as die with 


. 3 aad i ~out ac- 
tual sin, and are only guilty of original a. shall only 


. loss,] but not the 
e.}] But as the scrip- 
of such, it becomes us to 
ave it to the wise and just Dispo- 
et if eternal death is the demerit of 
sin, it is not easy to say how there can be one 


latter, [the punishment of sopr 
tures say little of the cae 


+ 


4 : - ; 4 or? F rea is ¢ 
peunges ptr tightaqusneseyinnd: avarsodand mapptent ¢¢ . of punishment without the other; where there is 2 


loss, there will be a sense of it, or else it is no punish 
ment; and a sense of it will give pain; thangh as ther: 
are degrees of punishment of sin, as will he seen ana - 


WO. 31. . 


it, 


~ it is reasonable to believe, the punishment of such will 
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be comparatively a milder one, as Augustin expresses 
it; no doubt there were many such among the inhabi 
tants of Sodom and Gomorrah, when those cities were 
destroyed; and yet the apostle says of them in general, 


that they were suffering the vengeance of eternal fire, | 


Jude, verse 7.’ 
“In the Connecticut School of Calvinistic Di- 


vines, to which Dr. Beecher belongs, after Ed-| 
wards, one of the most distinguished teachers | 


is Bellamy. Edwards was his intimate friend 
and wrote a preface to his principal work, in 
which he commends it, among other things, for 
‘manifesting the mutual dependence of the va- 
rious parts of the true scheme of relipton.? We 
have already given an extract from Edwards 
directly and completely to our purpose, and, if 
the Christian Spectator may be believed, his 


_ authority alone is perhaps sutlicient to decide 


the point at issue; in so high repute is he, as an 
orthodox man and a Calvinist. Hut we have 


another reason for preferring to occupy the hit-| 
tle space we have yet to spare, with citations’ 


from Bellamy rather than from Edwards. The 
edition of his collected works published in 1811, 
is put forth with ‘Recommendations,’* with a 
list of names attached to them, which wants 
only those of Dr. Beecher and one or two 
more, to carry with it the whole weight of the 
Orthodox party of the present day. But Bella- 
my, certainly an ‘ approved writer,’ maintained, 
as we mean to show, the doctrine of infant 
damnation ; Dr. Beecher, therefore, ‘ never 
saw nor heard’ of his works. But be that as 
it may; in his work entitled ‘True Religion 
Delineated,’ this writer says: 


‘ It is plain and evident from facts, that Adam was 
considered and dealt with under the capacity of a pub- 
lic head, and that death natural, spiritual and eter- 
nal, where included in the threatening; for all his pos- 
terity are evidently dealt with just as if that had been 
the case. They are born spiritually dead, as has 
been proved in the former discourse, They are evi- 
dently liable to natural death, as soon as they are 
born. And if they die and go into eternity with their 
native temper, they must nevessarily be miserable,’— 
“God must necessarily look upon them with everlasting 
abhorrence.’ ; 


Every one must perceive that the following 
passage bears closely upon the subject before 
us; but we quote it principally because it is 
short, and because it is in itself so striking. 

‘So that, to a demonstration, God’s thoughts of mer- 
«y towards a guilty, undone world, did not in any meas- 
ure take their rise from any notion that mankind had 
been hardly dealt with, or that it would be any thing 
like cruelty and unmercifulness, to damn the whole 
world for Aam’s first sin.’ 


Afterwards he says ; 
* Mankind were, by their fall, brought intoa state of 


SS ee ee eee 


* The first recommendation is introduced as follows; 
“The character and writings of Dr. Bellamy, have been 
deservedly held in high estimation by the churches in 
New-England, and by many friends of Evangelical 
truth in other parts of the Christian world. His ability 
to illustrate the truths of the gospel, and to trace them 
through all their connexions and dependencies, and to 
impress them on the conscience and heart, has been 
possessed by few. We consider him as one of the most 
distinguished and useful writers of the age.’ 

Signed by ‘John Rodgers, D. D. New-York, Samuel 
Miller, D. D. do. Benjamim Trambull, D. D, North- 
Haven, Jedediah Morse, D, D. Charlestown, Azel 
Backus, D. D. Bethlehem, James P. Wilson; D. D. 
Philadelphia, Edward D. Griffin, D. D. Professor of 
Pulpit Eloquence in Andover College, Moses Stuart, 
Professor of Bib}ical Literature in do., Leonard Wood, 
Professor of Theology in do., Rev. Asahel Hooker, late 
Pastor of the Church in Goshen, Con., Rev. James 
Richards, Pastor of the Church in Newark, N. J.’ 


being infinitely worse than not to be. The damned in 
hell no doubt are in such a state, else their punishment 

ould not be infinite; as justice requires it should be.— 
But mankind by the fall were brought into a state, for 
substance, as bad as that which the damned are in. For 
the damned undergo nothmmg in hell, but what, by the 
constitution with Adam, and the law of nature, all 
mankind were and would have been, for substance ex- 
posed unto, if mere grace had not prevented.’ 


In a note on this passage, he observes; ‘ For 
‘substance, 1 say, because it must be remember- 
ed that the superadded punishment inflicted 
‘upon any in hell, for despising the gospel, must 
be left out-of the account.’ By superadded 
| punishment, he means that which is superadded 
to what we deserve on account of Adam’s sin 

This being the case, he anticipates and 
‘states the objection, but if mankind are thus, 
by nature, children of wrath in a state of being 
iworse than not to be, and, even after all that 
| Christ has done, are in themselves thus utterly 
‘undone, how can men have a heart to propa- 
gate their kind?’ A part of his answer is this; 


* Asto godly parents, they have such a spirit of love 
to God, and resignation to his will, and such an appro- 
| bation of his dispensations towards mankin ‘, and such 
| arliking to his whole scheme of government, that they 
are content thatGod should govern the world as he does; 
and that he should have sulpectgigpeever: and that 
themselves and their posterity should be under him, and 
at hisdisposal. Nor are they without hopes of merey 
for their children, from sovereign grace through Christ, 
while they do, through him, devote and give them up to 
God, and bring them up in the nurture and admonition 


of the Lord. And thus they quiet themselves as to 
their souls.’ 


The meaning of the writer evidently is, that 
if children are baptised and BRouGuHT up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, there are 
some hopes of mercy for them; godly parents 
may be ‘ not without hopes.’ As respects other 
children, the children of such as are not godly 
parents, and especially those children who, die 
as infants, Bellamy suggests none whatever,— 
He does not intimate a posibility that they may 
escape everlasting torments, 

We will give but one more passage, from 
another work of the same author, ‘ An Essay 
on the nature and glory of the Gospel of Jesus. 
Christ.’ It is as follows: 


‘It was at God’s sovereign election,—to give every 
child of Adam, born in a christian land, opportunity by 
living, to hear the glad tidings, or only grant this to 
some, while others die in infancy and never hear.-Those 
who die in infancy, may as justly be held underlaw 
in the next world, as those that live may in this. God 
is under no more obligations to save those that die, 
than he is to save those that live; to grant the regen- 
erating influences of his spirit to thei, more than he 


is to these.’ 


After these passages, no one can doubt that 
Bellamy held the doctrine of the damnation of 
infants., The only question is, whether he did 
not believe that all infants, who die before they 
are capable of hearing the gospel, must fall in- 


to this state. ‘To us the latter doctrine seems 
strongly implied; and to us it seems also neces- 
sarily to follow from the main doctrines of Cal- 
vinism, though a contrary doctrine respecting 
a portion of infants who are elect, is found in 
some Calvinistic creeds and writers. 

But we must have exhausted our reader’s 
patience, and shall pursue our revolting task 
no further, Yet when we look back upon what 
we have done, and before us at the mass of 
materials not yet used, our work seems but be- 
gun. For the public, we doubt not we have 


said enough to establish the positions from 
which we started; and for Dr. Beecher, we 
think he must be satisfied too. At least should 
he continue to be ‘ conversant with the most ap- 
proved Calvinististic writers,’ we hope he will 
yet live to find a book containing that ‘ mon-. 
strous doctrine,’ which he himself doubtless 
does not believe, but which if he does not be- 
lieve, he is neither a consistent Calvinist, nor, 
in the judgment of such men as we have quot- 
ed, an approved expositor of Calvinism, Even 
those Calvinists called moderate, do not pretend 
to be so wise beyond what they think written, 
as to pronounce a decided opinion on this sub- 
ject. They express a hope, but haye no as- 
surance; they éarnesily wish, but do not with 
complete confidence expect, that the doom of 
infants, for Adam’s sin, may be less dreadful 
than the fires of hell, or that they may be found 
actual heirs of the kingdom, They are too 
sure of their native total depravity, have too 
much regard for absolute justice, and too much 
respect for the honor and glory of their God, 
to dare todo more. Dr, Emmons, a Calvinist 
sui generis, has Such hopes only tor Chrishian 
infantis; but for Jewish, Heathen, Mahometan,. 
Deistical, Unitarian* infants, he does not tell 
us he bas more encouragement than for their 
parents, all of whom he ‘turns into hell’ with- 
out mercy. Now if Dr. Beecher had merely 
told us he thought the doctrine of infant dam~- 
nation a false one, that Ae did not believe it, 

and that they who say he does believe it bear 

false witness against their neighber, our re- 
mark and citations would have been spared.— 
But to deny it in the name of a party, whose 

most accredited organ he would fain be consid- 

ered; to deny it in the name of the most ap- 

proved writers of that party, who expressly 

state it, and, in some instances, seem a!most to 

think it a ‘slander’ to be-said not to hold it; 

and for him impudentty to accuse those, who, 

with us, charge it upon those writers and their 

system, of a breach of one of the command- 

ments of their God; this, has rendered it our 

bounden duty to appear in selfdefence, and to 

exhibit in its, naked horrors a system, whose 

real character is industriously kept from public 

view, lest the people should not be able to 

bear it. 

With regard to the horrible aggravations 
with which some Caivinists have been said to 
set forth the eternal torments of infants, such 
as ‘that hellis doubtless paved with their bones,’ 
we have little to say. Such language and 
worse, has been repotted of Whitfield’s earlier 
preaching in this country, and of the preaching 
of some living ministers, on such testimony as 
we can reject only because of our reluctance 
to admit the possibility of the. fact. Let any 
one, however, look at the elaborate pictures of 
the torments of bell drawa by Boston or Ed- 
wards, and he will hardly think it would add to 
their horrors, to behold among the writhing mil= 
lions of the reprobate damned, the body of am 
infant ‘ever burning but never consumed.’— 
Edwards, by the way, seems to have taken 


particular delight in exhibitions of the kind, 


and thus to have enjoyed an antepast of his own 
heaven, the happiness of which he tepresents 
as by the sight of them inereased and partaken 
of with a liviier relish. 


5 

* By mere nominal Christians, those whe ‘ deny ma- 
ny, if not all the peculiar and fundamental doctrines 
of the gospel,’ who can doubt that Dr. Emmons means 
Unitarians? It is the cant of the day. See his Ser- 
mon on the Hopeless State of the Heathen, in the vol- 
ume published at Providence, R. I. 1825, p, 45 ef 
alibi. 


— 


Such is Calvinism pushed to “Sonsequences, 
which not its enemies only, butgits ablest and 
most approved supporters have themselves ex- 
pressly stated and enforced; Yet to say so, 
Dr. Beecher tells us, is ‘to propagate a slan- 
‘der.’ But the evidence we have brought for- 
ward, (and we have more of it, if needed,) when 
compared with his assertions and charges, pre- 
sents a case, which, as we said in the begin- 
ning, most seriously affects his character. His 
assertions are of such a nature; the charges he 
brings against others are so grave and advanced 
with such appearance of deliberation, that any 
equivocation, any paltering with @ double-sense, 
ought to be presumed utterly out ef the ques- 
tion. We have therefore taken his Note in its 
plain and obvious meaning, and shall be at ro 
pains to hunt for quibbles, or barely possible 
interpretations. This plain and obvious. mean- 
ing is this; that the doctrine of infant damna- 
tion is no part of the Calvinistic scheme, and 
has not been maintained in any. respectable 
Calvinistic book, which Dr. Beecher may rea- 
sonably be supposed to have seen or heard of, 
though he has been for thirty years conversant 
with Calvinistic writers the most approved.—- 
It is for every reader, after examining the evi- 
dence now before him,to form his own opinion of 
Dr. Beecher and of Dr. Beecher’s assertions. 
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From the Utica, N. ¥. Magazine, 


4 A CONVERT TO THE TRUTH. 


To the Editor of the Utica Magazine, 

Dear Sir,--Permit me, through the medium 
of your valuable paper, to make a public pro- 
fession of “the faith once delivered to ‘the 
Saints.” I have long been wandering on the 
dark mountains of error and superstition, I have 
Jong béen taught to believe,(and dared not even 
exainine the evidence to the contrary) that a 
great.part of the human family would be end- 
lessly miserable beyond the grave; and that too 
for the glory ef God! 1 acknowledge myself 
criminally reprehensible for so long shutting 
my eyes against the light of truth, and so effec- 
tually barring my heart against a full belies of 
“the glorious gospel of the son of God,” " It is 
‘true | have been, for a number of years, a 


professer, and 1 humbly hope a possessor of 


the religion of Jesus—but now I can truly say 
in the language ofthe Queen of Sheba to Solo- 
mon, ‘‘the one half was not told me.” I now 
fully and firmly believe in the “restitution of 
all things which God bath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began” 
-——and that he wilj,-“‘in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times, gather together in one, all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven and 
which are on earth, even in him,” and that ‘we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous:—and he is the propitiation 
for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for 
the sins of the whole world’’—for God sent not 
his son into the world to condemn the world; but 
that the world through him might be saved. 

It may not; perhaps, be improper nor unpro- 
fitable here to state the cause why, I have been 
Jed, thus to renounce the ‘“Calvinistic faith,” 
and so cordially to embrace the doctrine of 
Universal holiness and happiness. Some time 
in the h of July last, I accidently came 
across 11th No. of your Magazine, in 
which was contained a complaint ofthe church 
in Hanover, against Mrs. Pond, together with 
her answer to said complaint. The perusal of 
these articles led me to search the Bible with 

‘more than common attention. 1 shortly after 
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obtained the other numbers of the Magazine 
which contained the remaining part of the cor- 
respondence between the Rev. Mr. Robinson 
and Mrs. Pond, from which I took every text 
of scripture quoted on both sides of the subject, 
together with those quoted: in your remarks, 
ai eareflly, and I think candidly examined 
them with their connexions. Since that time 
Ihave been a constant reader of your paper, 
but much more. constantly have I searched and 
read the scriptures. The consequence, as be- 
fore stated, has been a full belief of the Gospel 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, “who 
gave hinself « ransom ier all to be testiiied in 
slue time.” 

The joy, pence, and consolation of believing 
in the impartiz] goodness of God, can be bet- 
ter conceived than described.’ I thi:k tt to be 
similar to what the Apostle Peter calls if, ‘‘Joy 
unspeakable aud full of glory.” Paul also in 
the Lith chap. to the Romans, after beautifully 
| exhibiting the unlimited mercy of (od to both 
idews and Gentiles, notwithstanding their unbe- 
lief,.has this remarkabie exclamation, ‘‘O! the 
| depth of the richesy both of the wisdom and 
i knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
|judgments, and his ways past finding out!”’— 
| Qh that men at the present day, especially in 
ithis land of free inguiry, would lay aside the 
soul chili doe dless Misery, the 
inconsistencies | ities of Klection and 
Reprobation; and in’a word the whole of Cal- 
vin’s gloomy ereed, and substitute in their 
place, the unbounded goodness of God, the un- 
limited efficacy of the meditation of Christ, and 
the ultimate restoration of all God’s intelligent 
creatures to holingss and consequent happiness. 
Then, in my. opinion, should we see pure and 
undefiled religion revive and prevail.—Then 
would a view of the goodness of God lead us to 
repentance—Then should we forsake sin be- 
cause of the evils connected with sin, and not 
because we expect to escape the just punish- 
ment due our past crimes. And now I feel to 
warn and beseech every man that is opposed to 
the doctrine of Universal holiness and happi- 
ress, carefully to examine the subject, an 
search the Scriptures daily to see whether 
these things are so. Come and let us reason 
together; this is our condemnation that light is 
come into the world and we love darkness rath- 
er than light because our deeds are evil. I 
am fully of the opinion that nine tenths of the 
believers in a limited salvation are as ignorant 
of the leading doctrines of Universalism as 
they are of the Mahomedan Alcoran, and per- 
haps 1 might justly add, hold it in as much 
contempt, not surely from their knowledge, but 
their ignorance of it. Let us hear both sides 
compare with Scripture, and then judge as rea- 
sonable creatures. Let us be careiul not to 
“speak evil of the things we understand not.” 

May we be led by the Spirit of God into 
all truth for the truth alone can make us free in- 
deed.—Yours, in the bonds of the Gospel, 

D. B. Brown. 

Union Square, Nov, 20, 1827. 
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We are happy to learn by the Day Star, that 
the Universalists in the counties of St. Law- 
rence and Franklin, and the borders of Upper 
Canada, are to meet at Petsdam, N. Y. on the 
first Wednesday of January next for the pur- 
poses of organizing themselves into a body a- 
greeable to the plan recommended by the Gen- 
eral Conyention of Universalists at their last 
session, We wish them abundant prosperity 
and success in this laudable undertaking. 
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ft THE WIDOW. 


“But now will canker sorrow eat my bud, 
And chase the natwe beauty from his cheek, 
And he will look as hollow as a ghost, 
And dim and meagre as an ague’s fit; 
And so hell die.” 


She said she was alone within the world:— 

How could she but be sad! 

She whispered something of a lad! 

With eyes of blue, and light hair sweetly curled, 

But the grave had the child! 

And yet his voice she heard, 

When at the lattice, calm and mild, 

|‘he mother in the twilight saw the vine leaves 
stir’d, 

“Mother,” it seemed to say, 

“7 jove thee; 

When thou dost by the side of thy lone pillow 
BEeay> 

My spirit writes the words above thee, 

Mother, I watch o’er thee—I love thee.’’ 

Where was usband of that widowed thing? 

That seraph’s earthly sire? 

A soldier dares a soldier’s fires 

The murderous ball brought death upon its 
wing, 

Beneath « foreign sky. 

He fell in sunny Spain; 

The wife, in silence saw him die, 

But the blue eyes of the fond boy gave drops 
like rai. 

“Mother,” the poor lad cried, 

“He’s dying! 

We are close by thee, father—at thy bleeding: 
side— 

Dost thou not hear thy Arthur crying? 

Mother, his lids are closed—he’s dying!” 


It was a stormy time when the man fell; 

And the youth shrunk and pined; 

Consumption’s worm his pulse entwined— 

“Prepare his shroud,” rung out the Convent 
bell. 

¥et, through his pain he smiled, 

To sooth a parent’s grief;— 

Sad soul, she could not be beguiled: 

She saw the bud must quit his guardian leaf! 

“Mother,” he faintly said, 

“Come near me—- 

Kiss me—and'let me in my father’s grave be 
Jaid— 

I’ve prayed for thee, and God will hear me— 

Mother, I’ll come again and cheer thee!” 


— 


SACRED CONCERT. 


The Choir of the 2d Universalist Society, 
assisted by a full band of Instruments and a 
number of £mateurs will perform a Concert of 
Sacred Music at the Church in School-Street, on 
Sunpay Evenine, January 20th inst. to com- 
mence at 6 o’clock. 

5cTickets to be had of Wm. Barry, Esq. 
No. 2, Old State-House. ‘Charles Callender, 
School-Street. iMarsh :& ‘Capen, 362 Wash- 


|ington-Street, cand:at'the door wn ithe evening 


of Performance. 


Marie in this City, by Rev, Mr. Eaton, 
Henry Alline, Esq. to Miss Eliza Matilda Wil- 
liams, daughter of John Williains, Esq. 


Died inthis City, Mr. Edward Dearborn, & 
37. Joseph Gould, 21. — Priscilla Langdon, 
71. James Ryan, 40. George Neat, 24.— 
| Joseph Pratt, 47, James White, 4, 
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PROSPECTUS BY HENRY BOWEN, 


FOR ENLARGING, AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE TENTH VOLUME, 


The Untvensatist Magazine, 


Printep at BOSTON:—Devoted to the support of Liberal Christianity, and the Free,Civil Institutions mee 


To sx Enrrep sy REV. HOSEA BALLOU, anv REV. ELIPHALET CASE, Jun. e * 


The Magazine has been nearly nine years before the public, being the oldest paper in the’ States, 
and we believe in the world, which has professedly advocated the boundless and unchanging good- 
ness of God to every intelligent being in the universe. It has, we believe, done much good, and as it 
is to be every way improved, at the commencement of the next volume, it is thought its usefulness will 
be much increased, by receiving a much more extensive circulation than heretofore. The junior edi- 
tor expects, should his exertions to increase the number of its subscribers, be crowned with success, to 
devote his whole time to its pages ; and pledges himself to use every reasonable exertion, to make it 
worthy an enlightened and liberal public. j 

Its Loieou praciples will conta to be the existence of one God, “ one Lord, Jesus Christ,” and 
“ GLAD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE To ALL PeoPLe.” It will fearlessly attack the prevail- 
ing errors and vices of the age, even in their strong holds; and point their votaries to the means of be- 
coming respectable and happy. It will maintain, at all times, the doctrine that, “honesty is the best 
policy.” Finally, it will point its readers to the precepts and example of Christ, as a sure foundation 


for every social and moral virtue, 
In politics it will take what is 


lled neutral ground, independently defending, however, our civil and 
religious liberties, purchased by'the toil and blood of our patriotic FATHERS, and dear as existence to 
their sons. It will contain the news of the week, foreign and domestic, general and local. Its readers 
will be made acquainted with the varying politics and movements of the old world, as well as those of our 
national and state Legislatures, together with those of our South American neighbours ; so that those 
who subscribe for the Magazine, will not need, as heretofore, any other paper. : ey 

Its columns will be open to all denominations of religion, for fat ions, on all religious and 
moral subjects. The editors intend to be impartial, and to grant a equal privilege freely to 
defend their religious tenets, reserving, however, to themselves the right Of judging whether communi- 
cations be written in the spirit of the Gospel of Peace,without which they will not feel bound to admit them. 

This is an interesting period. The enemies of liberal Christianity are awake, and on the alert.— 
They are compassing sea and land to make proselytes. No means appear more eligible for counter- 
acting the effects of the begging and missionary business than the press ; and we do hope the friends 
of our free institutions, the friends of God and man, the friends of free inquiry, will give us, and 
through us, our civil and religious liberties, a large support. ; 

As the price of the Magazine will be but little enhanced, and its expenses more than doubled, it 
eannot be afforded unless the number of its subscribers are doubled also. 

Its location in Boston will give it advantages not to be realized in any other place in New England. 
The literary institutions of the city, the number of mails that arrive and depart every day, bringing 
and spreading the earliest intelligence of passing events, foreign and domestic, will present the editors 
advantages, of which they will endeavour to avail themselves for the benefit of their patrons. _ 

Those who feel friendly to the cause in which we are engaged, are requested to circulate this pros- 
pectus, and to use “ all fair and honorable means” to obtain subscribers. It is particularly necessary 
that those who subscribe, should send in their names by the first of June next. 

CONDITIONS. 

sc The Magazine will be published every Friday ; the first number to be issued, June 20, 1828. 
It will be neatly printed on a Royal sheet of good paper, with fair type, at $2, 50 per ann. in ad- 
vance ; or $3 if not paid within three months from its commencement. Any person obtaining six sub- 
scribers, and forwarding the money by the first of June next, shall be entitled to the Magazine for one 
year. No subscription will be discontinued, unless at the discretion of the publisher, until all arreara- 
ges are paid. Universalist Ministers, generally, are requested to act as agents. : 

All communications to the publisher, Boston, Mass. post paid, will receive prompt attention. 


PROSPECTUS FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 


The Universalist Preacher. 


The object of this work will be to explain the Christian doctrines of Faith and Repentance, Atonement, Newbirth, 
Rewards and Punishments, The Divine Unity, Life and Immortality; and to enforce Experimental and Practical Relig- 
ion. Texts of scripture, that have been used to disprove the ultimate happiness of the world, will, likewise, be explained, 
It isthought such a work is much needed, as the doctrines, held by Universalists, as well as their own moral charac- 
ters, are the subjects of constant niisrepresentation, by their untiring enemies, who seem obstinately bent on stinting, to 
themselves, the Divine fayour. 

That the public may have confidence in the proposed work, and be able to form an opinion of its characte", we name 
the following gentlemen, who have already promised to furnish us with sermons for publication; Rev. Hosea Ballou and 
Sebastian Streeter of Boston; Walter Balfour of Charlestown; Russell Streeter of Watertown; Hosea Ballou 2d. of Roxbury; 
and Thomas W,ittemore of Cambridge, Mass. Means ill also be used to procure the contributions of other Universalist 
Ministers, alraidy well known by their writings. —— rte 

CONDITIONS. 

The Universalist preacher will be published, by E— Case Jr. on the first monday of every month; the first number to 
be issued 2d. of June 1828, or as soon asa sufficient subscription shall be obtained, to justify the expense. 't will be printed 
on good paper, in a pamphlet of 16 octayo pages; each number to contain one long, or two short sermons, from the 
pens of living Universalist Preachevs; and put to subscribers at one dollar per year, in advance, to be paid on the re 
ceipt of the first number. ; 

Any person becoming responsible for seven subscribers, shall be entitled to the work for one year. 

N. B. All letters respecting this publication, must be addressed to E. ’‘ase Jr. Editor, Boston, Mass, free of expense. 

Persons obtaining subscribers, are desired to send their names, to the Editor, by the first of May next. 
ned of this Offre, 
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Religious Intelligence. — 

Bay ee extract from a letter recent~. 
ly recerved from a brother in the ministry, at 
presi debating in York county, (Me.) we 
take the liberty to present our readers, not 
doubting they will be pleased to learn the 
prospects in favor of the cause of truth in that 
ancient section of this state.—Christ. Int. 


Saco, Dec. 24, 1827, 
Dear Sir and Brother:—I am now 
preaching in Saco for a month, where 
we have full meetings, and the prospect 
of success is very flattering. Last even- 
ing we held our service in the new 
Unitarian meeting-house in this place, 
the use of which was politely granted us 
by a vote of that society. The house 
was crowded. [I do think, by the liber- 
al feelings and sentiments manifested in 
this place, that, by a just and full dis- 
closure of the doctrine of the “‘restitution 
of all things,” a respectable society of 
our order might be established in this 
flourishing village. citi 
I also attended a meeting last week 
at Kennebunk, and another at Kenne- 
bunkport, where we had large congre- 
gations, and, if I can judge by the in- 
formation which I obtained, the ‘word 
was gladly received,.’”? I shall visit both 
of those places again this week, Final- 
ly, | am persuaded that in this vicinity 
as well as in most others, the doctrine 
of God’s universal goodness only needs 
to be properly declared and made known 
to secure the general belief of the can- 
did, enlightened and pious, 
Atfectionately yours, 


J. W. 


Glorious Reward for Almsgiving!) 
§G-The following is a beautiful illustration 
| of that command; ‘‘take heed that ye do not 
|your arms before men to be seen of them, 
| otherwise ye have no reward of your Father, 
which is in heaven.’’ 


From the New-York Observer. 
TO THE BENEVOLENT. 

There is within two miles of this. *y 
a Presbyterian church and congrega. on 
‘in an infant and feeble state, but who 
have within a year and a half erected 
and almost finished a sanctuary large 
enough to hold an audience of from 800 
to 1000 persons. They have progressed 
so far that five hundred dollars will ena- 
ble them to complete it, meet every en- 
gagement, and in three months to hold 
property unincumbered in the least, 
worth $5000. If any benevolent indi- 
vidual, or any three benevolent individu- 
als, will bestow this charity, they shall 
have their names engraven on marble 
inlaid above the pulpit, as benefactors to |) 
the church, which shall remain so long | 
as the society shall exist. A line left 
at this efice, addressed to A. B. will 
lead to a satisfactory explanation on 
the part of said church and congrega- || 
tion. New York, Nov. 28, 1827, 


A church has been commenced at 
Moscow, [Russia] on a scale of stupen- 
dous magnitude; it is said that its height — 
when completed, will be 770 feet. 

NOTICE.—Mr. Ballou of Boston, 
preach at Mr. Wenthworth’s Hall in Cai 
Mass. to-morrow. 

To Correspoadents.—Br. Paige’saccow . of 

ne Controversy at Springtield, will be ; » 
qished next week. ii 


Re 


